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Dennis and Dianeõs Great Mis-Adventure! 

Our great adventure was planned and the motor 

home was loaded for a trip to the lower Forty-

eight. 

We started out Sunday, March 18, a day behind 

schedule to travel down to California and then 

east, ending up in Vermont.  After Vermont we 

planned to go west to Papillion, Nebraska for the 

grandson, Travisõ high school graduation on May 

20th.  Then north thru the Dakotas and Canada to 

Anchorage, hoping to get ready for the long dis-

tance tour to Juneau. 

On Sunday the roads were clear and the temp 

about 10°F.  The motor home performed wonder-

fully.  Sunday night we stayed in Tok. 

On Monday morning it was -14°F.  We topped off 

our fuel tank with 37 gal. of ultra low sulfur diesel 

added to about 63 gal. of the older low sulfur  

fuel.  By the time we cleared Canadian Customs 

we could smell diesel.  A quick  check in the en-

gine compartment revealed several leaks in  the 

high-pressure system.  Dennis tightened some 

fittings and the secondary fuel filter.  That fixed 

the problem and on Monday night we stayed in 

Whitehorse. 

On Tuesday we planned to be at the Northern 

Rockies Lodge and near Muncho Lake by night-

fall.  We were close to our goal  when just 11 

miles past Liard Hot Springs Dennis managed to 

catch the right front wheel on the edge of the 

pavement and we were pulled into the snow cov-

ered ditch -  completely off the road and leaning 

to the right at a 20 degree angle.  

The door could not be opened so Dennis climbed 

out the driverõs window to assess the situation.  

The lower half of the motor home was caved in 

and the right side was buried in the snow four feet 

up the side.  A big tow truck was needed and the 

closest place having one was at Watson Lake - 

141 miles behind us!  Lacking a snow shovel Den-

nis used a frying pan to move the snow away from  

the door so Daisy and I could get out easily.  As 

long as there was no danger, staying inside was 

the safest, warmest place to be.  

Our bad luck was about to change.  Several 18-

wheelers stopped to be sure we were alright 

and said they would pass along the word that 

we needed a tow truck.  Within 30 min of our 

crash the Watson Lake tow truck and crew ar-

rives, returning from an accident south of us. 

They immediately went  about extracting us 

from the ditch. All the loose parts were loaded 

in a side bin and the right headlight was at-

tached with bungee cords.  Included in the Wat-

son Lake crew was a minister. Ray came to the 

motor home and introduced himself and of-

fered his services. It was a big help in calming 

me.  Within several hours we were back at Liard 

Hot Springs for Tuesday night. 

On Wednesday morning we decided to ôbagõ it 

and head home. Dennis spent a couple of hours 

cleaning snow out of the wheels and suspen-

sion and inspecting for damage.  We arrived in 

Watson Lake around 7:20pm and decided to 

spend the night.  We stopped at Rudyõs Towing 

to pick up our towing bill and they let us park in 

front of the garage and provided an extension 

cord to plug in.   

(continued on page 4) 
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Hello Tinkerers and Tinkerettes, 

 

Now weõve turned the equinox corner, can 

summer be far off? 

Seems like this winter has been longer than 

others, doesnõt it? I guess we have been 

spoiled by mild ones, and this was just more 

normal. 

Just getting the cars out for Rondy last 

month was a great inspiration, though.  Hope 

you all had a good time. A question came up 

at the last meeting about IM tests and an-

tique car status.  Iõve talked to the Muni and 

have some answers that should put our 

fears to rest.  

At the April meeting, weõll start at 6:30pm 

and take a round-town drive out to Tastee 

Freeze in our cars, afterward. 

 

See you thené.Jim 
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                                    Schedule of Events for 2007 
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On Thursday we drove from Watson Lake to White-

horse.  Friday our day went smoothly.  The weather 

had been warming up and during the day we note 

that temperatures are in the +30° F range.   

We arrived in Tok and spent the night at Sourdough 

RV. 

Saturday we headed for home, our last day on the 

road!  Everything is running good.  Although  it got 

down to -6°F, by the time we finish breakfast at 

Fast Eddieõs it was above 10ÁF with a warming sun. 

Our actual departure from Tok  was 11:15am.  To 

us this is still morning!  

Somewhere past Mentasta Lodge and before Slana 

the engine starts to sputter and then dies on an up-

grade section of the highway with no shoulder.  It 

restarts but after trying to accelerate it dies again.  

With the engine at 800rpm we creep up the hill, 

looking for a turnout.  After several more attempts 

we are finally off the road.  Luckily traffic is light and 

no one has to slow down for us.  

After about an hour of troubleshooting  it is time to 

call for help.  Our cell phone shows 2 bars if we hold 

our head just right and we manage to  contact Pete 

at Cummins in Anchorage and he suggests several 

possibilities to look for that could be the problem.  

After several more calls to Pete we decide it is time 

to get some on site help. 

We call Good Sam Emergency Road Service and 

give them the details of our situation.  They call us 

back and tell us that a truck and mechanic is com-

ing from Willardõs Auto Electric and will arrive in an 

hour.  

After about two hours Dennis gets restless and de-

cides to check the fuel solenoid.  It is not opening 

every time so he uses a bungee cord to hold it open.  

The engine starts and runs. Several acceleration 

tests in the turnout and everything seems OK. So 

we decide it is too late and Tok to get a fresh start 

tomorrow.  On our way back we meet Willard with 

his tow truck and he follows us back.  Every thing 

runs smooth and we return to our Sourdough camp-

site.   

On Sunday we head for home , our last day on the 

road hopefully!  We make it about 40 miles from 

Tok and then we repeat yesterday! After Dennis 

checks and gives up we decide to call Willardõs  

except our phone has no bars.  There was a 

phone in a turnout 7 miles back  so Dennis 

starts walking hoping to get a ride.  The few 

cars that do pass have drivers that arenõt 

receptive to Dennisõs attempts to flag them 

down.  Al and Mona live about a 1 -1/2 

miles from the turnout and they let  Dennis 

use their phone and then Al brings him back 

to the motor home. 

About 2 hours later Willard arrives with his 

tow truck.  It is decided to make sure that 

the line from the tank is not clogged and air 

is blown through it.  Willard installs an elec-

tric pump and there is a good flow of fuel.  

The engine runs! Dennis finds the fuel tank  

vent hole is clogged with ice.  That may have 

created a vacuum that the pump couldnõt 

overcome.  The electric pump is removed 

and everything seems ok.  We go back to 

Tok for another night.  Willard follows us 

back.  The engine purrs like a kitten and we 

spend a 3rd night at the Sourdough camp-

site. 

Monday we leave our campsite and make it 

about 1/2 mile down the road and the en-

gine quits again and wonõt restart  Dennis 

walks back to the NAPA store to purchase 

an electric pump and enough fittings and 

wire to install it - at slightly less then $100. 

but at least his labor is free.  After several 

hours we are up and running again.  Holding 

our breath we make it to Glenallen and stop 

for dinner. To turn off the engine we turn off 

the key and then get out and open the en-

gine compartment.  The solenoid has a 

bungee cord that has to be removed to shut 

off the engine and disconnecting the ground 

wire turns off the electric pump.   

After dinner the previous procedure is re-

versed and we head for Anchorage.  We ar-

rive home shortly after 10pm.  We both feel 

as though we managed to squeeze two 

months adventure into one week! 

Because of our misfortune we met and were  

helped by many people during our trip.  We 

are grateful to these new friends and will 

remember them fondly. 
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               April  Birthdays 

Marcy Cresap     April 7 

Pharong Mackey           April 7 

LeRoi Heaven     April 10 

Kathy Centoni      April 12 

Mrs Fredrick Overly       April 20 

Diane Allen      April 22 

Richard Combs       April 25 

Marion Benham            April 27 

                     Anniversaries 

Bob & Alpha Brown        April 15 

Kenneth & Doris Holland April 22  

                             The Old Car Hobby 

Recently I had a phone call from a man in San Diego, a fel-

low member of the Dodge Brotherõs Club. 

 Heõd gotten my name out of  the club roster and was looking 

for parts and information to help in the restoration of a ô36 

Dodge woodie wagon. 

We had several long talks and found we had quite a bit in 

common (beside old Dodges).  I helped him find an engine 

for his car and we plan to go get it together next month when 

we go south for a vacation. 

Point is, this is a great hobby to meet interesting people with 

similar interests all over the country. .Anytime I have called 

someone for help in a restoration they have always been 

very helpful and friendly.  Itõs kind of refreshing in a world 

that is becoming less personal all the time...Howard 

         

Cars for Sale: 

Stan Williams, owner of the Voyager Hotels 

has the following cars for sale: 

1956 Ford Sunliner 2d Convertible, 312ci V8, 

PS, AT, radio, heater, Colonial White over Ber-

muda Blue, matching upholstery, white vinyl 

top.  Continental kit, skirts, and many extras. 

19 55 Ford  Thunder Bird 312ci, AT, PS, 

T&C radio, both tops, skirts. 

Goldenrod Yellow w/matching upholstery, 

many, many extras.  

1956 Thunder Bird  312ci, /At, PS,T&C radio, 

heater, skirts, both tops, Colonial White over 

Fiesta Red, black & White upholstery. 

Many extraõs including original factory invoice. 

If you are interested in any of these cars, Call 

Stan at 277-9501 days or 277-6868 eve-

nings. 

Stan also has a õ57 T-bird that he might be 

persuaded to sell and a large inventory of -T 

bird parts. 

( Note concerning coming Events) 

Contact Jeff Hassler (jeff-betty@gci.net) 276-1882 , or Jim Fredenhagen (takecare@alaska.com) 

243-5214  with any suggestions or comments. Please send your e-mail addresses. 

We will remind you each week of upcoming events and meetings. via email.  Jim or Jeff.  
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