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Dennis and Di-Adweatirsl Gtheedgor so Maisy and | could get out easily. As
ur great adventure was planned and the motor 10ng as there was no danger, staying inside was
ome was loaded for a trip to the lower Forty ~ the safest, warmest place to be.
ight. Our bad luck was about to change. Several 18

e started out Sunday, March 18, a day behind Wheelers stopped to be sure we were alright
chedule to travel down to California and then  and said they would pass along the word that
ast, ending up in Vermont. After Vermont we .
planned to go west to Papillion, Nebraska for the |
grandson, Travis0o higljpiie
20th. Then north thru the Dakotas and Canada 1 j&
Anchorage, hoping to get ready for the long dis- |
tance tour to Juneau.

On Sunday the roads were clear and the temp
about 10°F. The motor home performed wonder
fully. Sunday night we stayed in Tok.

On Monday morning it wasl4°F. We topped off
our fuel tank with 37 gal. of ultra low sulfur diese
added to about 63 gal. of the older low sulfur
fuel. By the time we cleared Canadian Customs
we could smell diesel. A quick check in the en- \ye needed a tow truck. Within 30 min of our
gine compartment revealed several leaks in the ¢ 55h the Watson Lake tow truck and crew ar-
hlgh—pressure system. Dennis t_|ghtened some rives, returning from an accident south of us.
fittings and the secondary fuel_f|lter. That flxe_d They immediately went about extracting us
the problem and on Monday night we stayed in from the ditch. All the loose parts were loaded

Whitehorse. in a side bin and the right headlight was at-
On Tuesday we planned to be at the Northern 5 ched with bungee cords. Included in the Wa

Rockies Lodge and near Muncho Lake by night- ¢4 | ake crew was a minister. Ray came to th
fall. We were close to our goal when just 11 o161 home and introduced himself and of-
miles past Liard Hot Springs Dennis managed 10 tgreq his services. It was a big help in calming

catch the righ(; front wheel I(I)ndthe edrg];e ofthe  me. within several hours we were back at Lia
pavement and we were pulled into the SOw oV~ siin e for Tuesday night.

ered ditch- completely off the road and leaning On Wednesday morning e d

to the right at a 20 degree angle. L and head home. Dennis spent a couple of hou
The door could not be opened so Dennis C“mbedcleaning snow out of the wheels and suspen-

out the driverds windodpndnfinspettinrst damagh. Swe Sirtivedi bon

The lower half of the motor home was caved in Watson Lake around 7:20pm and decided to
and the right side was buried in the snow four feeg pend the night. We 0p

up the side. Abig tow truck was needed and the 4 nick up our towing bill and they let us park i

closes_t place having one was at Watson Lake front of the garage and provided an extension
141 miles behind us! Lacking a snow shovel Densord to plug in

nis-used a frying pan to move the snow away frOTcontinued on page 4)
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President Jimds Corner

Officers

Hello Tinkerers and Tinkerettes,

Now wedve turned the e qPJQSiHeBtk Jian(gepqpféagel’Q%LS%lﬁ

summer be far off? Vice President Jeff Hassler : 2671882
Seems like this winter has been longer than Secretary : Sara Stoops : 3455592
others, doesndt it? | g TUreasuser MoearchHansen 34526
spoiled by mild ones, and this was just more Members at Large

normal. Peg Stoutfi 2006

Just getting the cars out for Rondy last

month was a great inspiration, though. Hope LeRoi Heavern 2006

you all had a good time. A question came up Kurt Reir 2006

at the last meeting about IM tests and an- Ralph Centonii 2005

tique car status. | 6ve t arnfediste PasPPrdsilefits Muni  an
have some answers that should put our Jim Fredenhagen (2006)

fears to rest. IFred Schurman (2005)

At the April meeting, wedol St t 6: 30pm
and take a roundtown drive out to Tastee Diane Allen (2084
Freeze in our cars, afterward. Fred Schurman (2001, 2002, 2003)
Peg Stout (2000)
See you thené. Jim Ken Stout (1999)

Dennis Allen (1998, 1997)
George Chase (1995)

Editoros
Howard and Barbara Hansen
Send letters, articles and ads to: Tinkering Times, 14840 Loc Loman Lane, Anchorage, AK 99516
E-mai | : howbar b@al aska. net (Place ATinkering T
Telephone: (907) 345268

The Tinkering Times is published mont hly dThe Ahtiqaes kads p
Auto Mushers of Alaska, P.O. Box 232086, Anchorage, AK 998X8. The opinions expressed by the authors

who contribute to the Tinkering Times are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or official policy of

the Antique Auto Mushers of Alaska.
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Schedule of Events for 2007
April 11 Rolling Meeting 6:30 p.m. Robbie’s
April 21 Cleanup at MATI 9:00 am.-4:00 pm.  Meet at MATI/bring bags
April 28-30 The Alaska Custom Car and Cycle  Eagle River Event Promoter, contact at 566-
Show 2346
May 5 Air Museum Show 9:00 a.m. With/Fed Ex Show at Fed Ex
Norm at Museum 248-5325
May 5 Parts Swap Meet 9:00 am.-4:00 pm.  MSSRA event
May 9 Rolling Meeting 6:30 p.m. Robbie’s
May 12 UAA Car Show 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. UAA rear parking area — Tech
Center (free lunch)
May 13 Mother’s Day Run TBA Chair, Scott Hulse, 349-8106;
Weidmers, 243-7005
May 19 KOOL Cruise 8:00 a.m. Meet at Northway Mall/cruise to
Alaska Raceway Park
May 19 Adopt-a-Road Cleanup 9:00 a.m. Carrs on Muldoon
Chair, Gwyn Wiedmer- 243-7005
May 26 Shake-Down Cruise TBA Chair, Jeff Hassler, 276-1882
June ? Kulis Air National Guard Car TBA Need Chairman
Show
June 7 Serendipity Adult Day Care 1-3:00 p.m. Need Chairman
Center (Marilyn, 278-0501)
June 8 Colony Days Car Show, Palmer 7:00-10:00 p.m. Chair, Jeff Hassler, 276-1882
June 9 Colony Days Parade, Palmer 10:00 a.m. Chair, Leroi Heaven, 376-5679
June 13 Rolling Meeting 6:30 p.m. Robbie’s
June 14 Day Break Adult Day Care 1:00-2:00 p.m. Diane Allen-chair 345-6355
Center (Nancy Haley, 346-2234)
June 16 Transportation Expo Car Show  9:00 am. MATI
Need Chairman
June 19-21 Model A Group TBA Chair, Jim Fredenhagen, 243-
5214
June 21 Summer Solstice Rumble 5:00-10:00 p.m. Mirror Lake, Valley Cruzer’s
event
June 29-July 7 Long Distance Trip to Juneau TBA Chair, Bruce Campbell, 345-3129
July 4 Anchorage/Chugiak/Wasilla/Sewar TBA Need Chairmen
d Parades
July 11 Rolling Meeting 6:30 p.m. Robbie’s
July 13 Bear Paw Car Show, Eagle River TBA Need Chairman
July 14 Bear Paw Parade, Eagle River TBA Need Chairman
July 21 Adopt-a-Road Cleanup 9:00 a.m. Carrs on Muldoon
Need Chairman
July 13-15 Hope Weekend TBA Need Chairman
July 28 Model A Group TBA Chair, Art Isham, 688-3671
August 4 Pre Show & Shine Car Show TBA McDonalds/Dimond & Jewel
Lake - MSSRA event
August 5 Jay Ofsthun Memorial Show & All Day Anchorage Park Strip
Shine
August 8 Rolling Meeting 6:30 p.m. Robbie’s
August 11 Hot Summer Nights 6:00-10:00 p.m. Palmer, Valley Cruzer’s event
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On Thursday we drove from Watson Lake to Whiteexcept our phone has no bars. There was a
horse. Friday our day went smoothly. The weathephone in a turnout 7 miles back so Dennis
had been warming up and during the day we note starts walking hoping to get a ride. The few

that temperatures are in the +30° F range. cars that do pass have
We arrived in Tok and spent the night at Sourdough € cept i ve to Dennisos a
RV. down. Al and Mona live about a 11/2

Saturday we headed for home, our last day on the miles from the turnout and they let Dennis

road! Everything is running good. Although it got use their phone and then Al brings him back
down to-6°F, by the time we finish breakfastat  © the motor home. _ o

Fast Eddieds it was ab oAbut2heug faterillardharriges yjth hismi n g
Our actual departure from Tok was 11:15am. To fow truck. Itis decided to make sure that

us this is still morning! the line from the tank is not clogged and air

Somewhere past Mentasta Lodge and before Slanés. blown through it. Wlllard installs an elec-

the engine starts to sputter and then dies on an up- ric p”mP and there is 6_‘ ggod flow of fuel.

grade section of the highway with no shoulder. It The engine runs! Dennis finds the fuel tank
restarts but after trying to accelerate it dies again. Vent hole is clogged with ice. That may have

With the engine at 800rpm we creepupthe hil, c¢reated a vacuum that t
looking for a turnout. After several more attempts Overcome. The electric pump is removed

we are finally off the road. Luckily traffic is light an@nd everything seems ok. We go back to
no one has to slow down for us. Tok for another night. Willard follows us

After about an hour of troubleshooting it is time to 02¢K- The engine purrs like a kitten and we
call for help. Our cell phone shows 2 bars if we holgP€"d & 3rd night at the Sourdough camp-

our head just right and we manage to contact PeteS!€- . .
at Cummins in Anchorage and he suggests severaMonday we leave our campsite and make it
possibilities to look for that could be the problem. about 1/2 mile down the road and the en-

After several more calls to Pete we decide itistmed i ne€ qui ts again and wo
to get some on site help. walks back to the NAPA store to purchase

We call Good Sam Emergency Road Service and an EIeCF”C pump anc_i enough fittings and

give them the details of our situation. They call us \t/)wre tol mstarlll_ 't] att) sllghftly Iessfthen $100'|

back and tell us that a truck and mechanic is com- hUt at least his labor Is free. Atef several

ing from Willardds Aut 0 1OYES|W %rt%ulpiang_rurgn A9 ITlo,d'ngar ro
hour. our breath we make it to Glenallen and stop

. for dinner. To turn off the engine we turn off
After about two hours Dennis gets restless and de'the key and then get out and open the en-

cides to check the fuel solenoid. It is not opening I%ine compartment. The solenoid has a

every time so he uses a bungee cord to hold it ope ungee cord that has to be removed to shut
The engine starts and runs. Several acceleration ¢ the engine and disconnecting the ground

tests m_the_tt_Jrnout and everything seems OK. So wire turns off the electric pump.

we decide it is too late and Tok to get a fresh start After di h . dure i

tomorrow. On our way back we meet Willard with er dinner the previous procedure Is re-
versed and we head for Anchorage. We ar-

his tow truck and he follows us back. Every thing rive home shortly after 10pm. We both feel

runs smooth and we return to our Sourdough camp-
site 9 pas though we managed to squeeze two

months adventure into one week!
On Sunday we head for home , our last day on the _
road hopefully! We make it about 40 miles from ~ Because of our misfortune we met and were
Tok and then we repeat yesterday! After Dennis  helped by many people during our trip. We
checks and gives up we PIREPNY L thesgnewfgeangsangwill | 5 g

remember them fondly.
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April Birthdays ! The Old Car Hobby :
Marcy Cresap April 7 ' Recently | had a phone call from a man in San Diego, a fel'
PharongMackey Apr||7 :I ow me mber of t he DOdge BI’:
LeRoi Heaven April 10 iHedd gotten my name out of:

;for parts and information
' Dodge woodie wagon.
'We had several long talks and found we had quite a bit in

Kathy Centoni April 12
Mrs Fredrick Overly April 20

Diane Allen April 22 : common (beside old Dodges). | helped him find an engine
Richard Combs April 25 ‘for his car and we plan to go get it together next month wh
Marion Benham April 27 ‘we go south for a vacation.

Anniversaries 'Point is, this is a great hobby to meet interesting people wi

.S|m|Iar interests all over the country. .Anytime | have calleg

Bob & Alpha Brown April 15
) . :someone for help in a restoration they have always been
Kenneth & Doris Holland April 22 ;,, ¢, y helpful and friendly.

ithat is becoming less personal all the time...Howard

Cars for Sale:

Stan Williams, owner of the Voyager Hotels
has the following cars for sale:

1956 Ford Sunliner2d Convertible, 312ci V8,
PS, AT, radio, heater, Colonial White over Ber-
muda Blue, matching upholstery, white vinyl
top. Continental kit, skirts, and many extras.
19 55 Ford Thunder Bird312ci, AT, PS,
T&C radio, both tops, skirts.

Goldenrod Yellow w/matching upholstery,
many, many extras.

1956 Thunder Bird 312ci, /At, PS,T&C radio,
heater, skirts, both tops, Colonial White over

Fiesta Red, black & White upholstery.
Many extrads including original factory inv

If you are interested in any of these cars, Call
Stan at 277-9501 days or 277-6868 eve-

nings.

St an al s o-bildéhat heamigather T
persuaded to sell and a large inventory oT

bird parts.

( Note concerning coming Events)
Contact Jeff Hassler (jefbetty@gci.net) 2761882 , or Jim Fredenhagen (takecare@alaska.com)

243-5214 with any suggestions or comments. Please send yourail addresses.
We will remind you each week of upcoming events and meetings. via email. Jim or Jeff.




